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As We Gather 
When you feel all alone, remember this: you are not alone. First, you are not alone in feeling that way. 
In today’s Old Testament Reading, you will see how even Elijah, the mighty prophet of God, felt all 
alone. “I, even I only, am left!” he exclaimed (1 Kings 19:10). That was his honest feeling; however, it 
wasn’t true. The Lord revealed to Elijah that He had not abandoned His prophet, even reassuring Elijah 
of this by providing Elisha as his helper in proclaiming the Word of the Lord. God’s presence and 
provision in Elijah’s life reassured him of his divine purpose, and the same is true for you! Even when 
you may think or feel that you are alone, you are not! God’s presence and provision, which you will 
receive yet again today, reassure you of this! Jesus is with you! He loves you! And He sends His Spirit 
into your life to give you His purpose and direction, reminding you that you belong to Him! 

 

Prelude “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” R. Hillert 
 

Opening Hymn “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” #685
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 
    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 
    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 
 
 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 

 
4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; 
tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution Galatians 5:1 

P For freedom Christ has set us free; 

C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  



We pause to remember and repent of our sins before Almighty God 

P Lord God, our gracious Father, 

C we confess that we have not walked by Your Spirit. Instead of using our freedom to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, we have served our own selfish interests. We have chosen to live as our 
sinful flesh desires instead of as Your perfect law requires. Forgive us, heavenly Father, by the 
mercy You show us in the death and resurrection of Your Son. Fill us with the fruit of Your Spirit 
so that we who belong to Christ Jesus may walk in the way of love and worship. In His name we 
pray. Amen. 

P The Spirit of God anointed Jesus to walk in perfect obedience to the Father’s commands. His death 
upon the cross and resurrection from the grave prove that His grace alone gives His presence, 
provision, and purpose to all who belong to Him by faith. Therefore, in the stead and by the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T  WORD  T 
 

Introit Psalm 85:8–10, 13; antiphon: v. 7 

L Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation. 

C Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

L for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 

C Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

L Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

C righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

L Righteousness will go before Him and make His footsteps a way. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together.  

C Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, when we feel alone and as if all 
hope is lost, remind us of the never-failing presence of Your Spirit, so that we who belong to 
Christ Jesus may know Your presence, provision, and purpose in our lives; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading T  The Call of Elisha  T I Kings 19:9b-21 
Behold, the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], and he said to him, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even 
I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 11And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount 
before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and 



broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind.  
And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12And after the 

earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And 
when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I 
have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, 
and they seek my life, to take it away.” 15And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu 
the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall 
Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18Yet I 
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 
has not kissed him.”  

19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve 
yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon 
him. 20And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and 
then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21And he 
returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with 
the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and 
assisted him. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle T  Walk by the Spirit  T Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not 
consumed by one another. 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for 
these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led 
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Anthem of Praise Duet “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” Hymn #691 
 



 

Holy Gospel T  The Cost of Following Jesus  T Luke 9:51-62 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he 

sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations 
for him. 53But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54And when 
his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56And they went on to another village. 
57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And 
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” 60And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim 
the kingdom of God.” 61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those 
at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

 T  Confession of Faith  T Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake” #688 sts. 1, 3 & 5

1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 
    “All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 
   



  Obey My call and guiding. 
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 
Take My example for your guide. 

 
3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 

    My soul with love is glowing; 
And gracious words My lips express, 
    With meekness overflowing. 
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 
To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 
5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 

    And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, 
    In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain 
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; 
tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation 

T  SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

P Hear us now as we pray together in His name, 

C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 

 “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” #698

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill 
And do on earth our Father’s will 
    As angels do above; 
Still walk in Christ, the living way, 
With all Thy children and obey 
    The law of Christian love. 

2 So may we join Thy name to bless, 
Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess, 
    From sin and strife to flee. 
One is our calling, one our name, 

The end of all our hopes the same, 
    A crown of life with Thee. 

 
3 Spirit of life, of love and peace, 

Unite our hearts, our joy increase, 
    Thy gracious help supply. 
To each of us the blessing give 
In Christian fellowship to live, 
    In joyful hope to die. 

Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 “Lead Me, Guide Me” #721
Refrain: 
 Lead me, guide me, along the way; 

For if You lead me, I cannot stray. 
    Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 
1 I am weak and I need Thy strength and 

pow’r 
To help me over my weakest hour. 
    Help me through the darkness Thy face 
to see. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 

2 Help me tread in the paths of 
righteousness, 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
    I am putting all my trust in Thee. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 
3 I am lost if You take Your hand from me, 

I am blind without Thy light to see. 
    Lord, always let me Thy servant be. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

Text: Doris M. Akers, 1922–95 
Text: © 1953 Doris M. Akers, admin. Chappell & Co.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

Communion Blessing 

P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this saving 
gift of Your Son’s body and blood. Assure us through His victory over death and the grave and 
strengthen us to do the things You have given us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Sentences Galatians 5:1, 25 

P For freedom Christ has set us free; 

C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

P If we live by the Spirit, 

C let us also walk by the Spirit. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
Closing Hymn “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” #919 sts. 1-4 & 6
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

    Among us with Your grace 
That Satan may not harm us 
    Nor we to sin give place. 

 
2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

    Among us with Your Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
    True peace and joy afford. 

 
3 Abide with heav’nly brightness 

    Among us, precious Light; 
Your truth direct and keep us 
    From error’s gloomy night. 

 
4 Abide with richest blessings 

    Among us, bounteous Lord; 
Let us in grace and wisdom 
    Grow daily through Your Word. 

 
6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; 
tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” J. Pachelbel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

Vocalists Chelsea Wiederhold & Susan E. Volk 
Lector:  Bill Leise 
Altar Care:  Denise Murray 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  



All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 

family: 

Betty Kruckow   Greg Block 

Dawn McNicholas  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Roy Hodgeman 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Connie Braun 

Kurt Seehofer   The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex  Patricia Murdoch 

Gloria Crook   Lois Kaminske 

Warren Miller   Denise & Mark Murray 

 

We pray for the friends and family of Connie Braun, 

called from this life on Friday.  Services will be 

at Thompson and Kuenster Funeral Home this 

Wednesday, June 29.  Visitation starts at 11:00 

AM with the funeral service at 12:00.   

We give thanks today for the steps that have been 

taken to restore the value of God’s gift of life 

in our nation, even as we ask His continued 

blessing and protection of that gift. 

 

Announcements & Notes: 

Our service on Sunday, July 3, will feature several 

patriotic songs and hymns.  If you would like to 

join the choir in singing some special pieces for 

that day, there is a rehearsal scheduled for 

7:15pm this Wednesday after our midweek 

worship service.  All are invited to join in the 

fun! 

Speaking of that midweek worship service, don’t 

forget that we repeat our Sunday service on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:00 in the St Timothy 

room.  It’s a nice relaxed setting, and it’s air 

conditioned! 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Eric Kessling   Barb & Emily Feehan 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Kim Lamberth 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Autumn Kessling 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland   Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Jenny Bond 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi  Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Patrick Pasqua Sr. 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

Pam Kirk   Vicki Warren 

Paul Moeller    

 

Please let the church office know when your need 

for our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-

1040. 


